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Discussion

Excellence in 
Teaching



Am I an EXCELLENT Teacher?



Excellence in Arabic – “احسان" “Ihsaan”

Meanings of Ihsaan

• Doing good
• Pursuit of Excellence
• Beauty
• Kindness



Ihsaan - Muhsin



Verily! Allah is Muhsin and He loves Ihsaan

Prophet Mohammed (s.a.s) said:



Can I be a perfect teacher?





Nicholas Vuyicic



Bank Balance  
1,000

Bank Balance  
100 Crores



The Criterion for Humans

Efforts Count
Results Don’t 

Results are comparative
Efforts are an individual attribute



Talent

Effort

Mediocracy

Disappointment

Commitment is 
100% 

but results are 
average

Outstanding 
Results

Who is 
Successful?



Talent
(God-Given)

Effort (Man-Made)

100% Efforts
Variable Results

Who is 
Successful?



Excellence is perfection in  Efforts

What does “efforts” mean?



1. Learn

▪ Right Intention

▪ Right Method

▪ Zaaher aur Baatin ka durust hona.

Ex: Teaching, surgery, sports, salah ---
every single thing





▪ July 27, 2015, 
Shillong

▪ Age – 84 years

▪ While delivering a 
lecture at the Indian 
Institute of 
Management, 
Shillong



2. Do 

▪ Regardless of resources

▪ Regardless of rewards

▪ Regardless of obstacles

▪ Take the task to the logical 
conclusion

Operation Successful but Patient Died…??”



In just 10 years both 
the cameraman and 

the pilot lost their jobs





The Woodcutter

Day 1 Day 7 Day 30



3. Improve



What Does Effort Mean?

▪ LEARN – Right Method and right intention

▪ DO – Dedication, Commitment, Logical conclusion, 
come what may

▪ IMPROVE – Continuous Quality Improvement



When no one is 
watching



When teacher 
is watching



When Camera
is watching



When ALLAH is 
watching…??



Meaning of ‘Ihsaan’ – “احسان" as per hadith-e-Jibrail
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"Inform me about Ihsan." He (the Messenger of Allah) answered, 
" It is that you should worship Allah as though you could see Him, 

for though you cannot see Him yet He sees you."



Paisa

Power

Praise

Prestige



Tremendous Glad Tidings in the Quran



The Tremendous Glad Tidings





















Nearly 10 times 



What? -- Excellence is perfection in  Efforts

How? -- Khuda ka Istehzaar

Why? --





Summary 

▪ Excellence means best possible efforts

▪ Efforts Count – Results Don't

▪ Efforts 
– Learn

– Do

– Improve

▪ Khuda ka Istehzaar

▪ In-ajriya illaa alallaah



Am I an EXCELLENT Teacher?




